
Issue #4 January 2011 

Student Voice Initiative  

 

The Question: 
“How might we invite students to co-create environments 
that promote student engagement?” 
 
The Answer: 
Invite students to join the conversation about what 
engages them by: 
1.  Learning about Student Voice and the Student Voice 

Initiative 



5.  ORDER SPEAKUP IN A BOX   “Decades of calls for educational reform have not 
succeeded in making schools places where all 
young people want to and are able to learn.  It is 
time to invite pupils to join the conversations 
about how we might accomplish that.” (Ben Levin, 
2000) 

Students stated that they want to hold SpeakUp forums in 
their own schools. In response, the ministry created 
SpeakUp in a Box, which contains everything required to 
run a student-led forum for 30 participants. The box in-
cludes facilitator tip sheets, a step-by-step forum guide, 
forum supplies, and an envelope in which to submit to the 
ministry the big ideas generated in the forum. To order 
SpeakUp in a Box, go to www.ontario.ca/speakup. 

3.  ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO APPLY FOR 
SPEAKUP PROJECT GRANTS 
Over 4000 student-led SpeakUp projects in Grades 7 to 
12, in over 900 schools, have received grants since 2008. 
Examples include: 

“Students say they want opportunities to be involved, 
to contribute and to have self-directed learning. They 
say that the truest form of engagement is self-directed 
and led. They want creativity, integrated technology, 
effective student governments and effective student 
representation.  They want a voice to communicate 
with their teachers constructively, in the interests of 
improvement.” (Andrew Pawluch, Student, 2008) 

1. The Ideas Exchange: Student Education - Student Ac-
tion, a city-wide conference in an alternative edu-
cation setting; 

2. Saving Our Selves a teen health and wellness fair;  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/students/speakup/9IndicatorsEn.pdf
http://www.ontario.ca/speakup

